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Dear Maurice,

I have meant to write you for som: week: -ut I have ~een over-
vhelmed with academic matters and I have had little time o devote to
the various problems arising from the osbjections or vou and Francis
to the publication of my book. Aiso, 1 wanted o zacs the manuscript
to more people to get their reactions, both vo the general principle
of publishing this sort of book and to the correctness of its various
passages.

Now, I still believe strongly that publication now will do far
more good than harm. Certainly I don'c think it shall affect adversely
the role science plays in our society. Everyone knows that scientists
are human, and the DNA story shows no one up as unscrupulous or evil.
Moreover, I don't feel that it oversmprasizes the role of personality .
in scientific discovery. The amountc of competition, anxiety, ete., !
shown by us in thef'51-53 DNA work was s out of order for work on an
important subject.

: ¢!
In addition, there is a terrible lar: o7 kr .=’ s& in young people's
minds of what doing science is i:ke, 2 1-. o7 ... Lsary, cruel
awvaking may not occur among youay potent | .o lentss.. ¥ they have an
opportunity to read a book lixe mire beru. . wady s, o iab.  All too
often they discover th:i taelir sup rvisor =o. o000 zoncerned about

how to beat their cor o ‘wers vpan wite <« o o . o7 tes o the point
of hopeless paranc: . Cooctne ovhe s hand ) wu wld w0 oo7h lrow all too

well that a scienv: ... . .zecp siov.d not Lo eatered iaos 17 one is search-
-ing for an unble:. ioo worla,  Too real reison for & wovr, uoerson to go
into science is bucd . & ne Li dnve 3ely ¢ -ious &bout natural phenomena,

not a desire to es..; fron wae ioitatior of the Lo charo cter.

Now to go on to i details '« the bo . OO cowrse, L w.h to get

all the facts which I report corr ect. Bu. »ven rnire iaportensc - do not



I do not wish by omission of facts, easily added, to give a badly
one sided story. It was basically for this reason that I have
tried to show the manuscript to éveryone cc.:cerned. ¥Even so I
realize that naturally I emphasize my thousits and not those of
you and Francis. So in the next few weeks, I shall have another
go at revision, hoping for substantial improvement. In addition
I shall add an epilogue which puts Rosalind's fi-st :lase mind
into better perspective by pointing cut how wel: she a<d with

the TMV problem.

Then I'll send v 4o wou, hoping thas i will look =2t it ond
conceivably want to suggest further cnanes. I visl ac dbk Tor &
release and so you will be free to objec: as you &y w.i:, Bubt I

think a nasty open vatvie (in the press sr elsewnere* ﬂll¢ do ali
of us much harm and it would be far better for you to suggest
changes which insure that your side of the story is presented.

Thus I hope very much that you shall consent to look at my
forthcoming revision.

With vest regards,
A
J. D. Watson

cc: T. J. Wilson - Harvard University Press
J. C. Kendrevw

P.S. Prior to learning o7 your objeccions I, at the suggestlon of
Harvard University Piiss, .ad sgresd to 1ol Weidenfeld handle publi-
cation in mngiand, They had hoped to publisa in England in late
March or April but I have written them that I am in the process of mak-
ing further revisions and now hope to send them something final around
the first of the year, =



